
Rising Seventh Grade List 
 

Reading is the foundation of literacy and a lifelong skill that must be  
fostered. Our summer reading program is designed to help our students 
understand the following: 
 
 Reading can be an enjoyable pastime. 
 Reading is a skill that improves with practice. 
 Reading is the basis for improving academic achievement.  
 Reading can be for pleasure; not just to acquire information. 
 Reading can be a family activity when parents inspire children to read. 
 
Students are required to choose one book to read from the following list. For 
this book, students will complete the attached graphic organizer (It can also 
be found on our website). Students will bring this organizer with them when 
they return to school. This organizer will be used by students to complete an 
in class performance-based assessment. 
 
The Greatest: Muhammad Ali by Walter Dean Myers 
The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake 
Scat by Carl Hiassen 
Bread Winner by Deborah Ellis 
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 
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7th Grade Novel List 

The Greatest: Muhammad Ali by Walter Dean Myers (Non-fiction, Grades 6-10) 
An introduction to Ali’s life from his childhood to present day, focusing on his career and the controversies 
surrounding him.  Both his talent in the boxing ring and his showmanship earned him international fame, while his 
refusal to accept the stereotypical role of a black athletic star in the 1960’s and his membership in the Nation of 
Islam brought him notoriety.   

The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake (Fiction, Grades 6-9) 
Thirteen year old Maleeka Madison is tall, skinny, and dark-skinned.  That’s a problem for her because it’s a such a 
problem for everyone else at school it seems.  To make her life easier, Maleeka befriends the toughest girl in school.  
Only bullies force you to pay more than you’d like, so life for Maleeka just gets harder, until she learns to stand up 
for herself and love for the skin she’s in.   

Scat by Carl Hiaasen (Fiction, Grades 5-8) 
It all started with the disappearance of Mrs. Starch—the fearsome biology teacher.  She never returned from a field 
trip from Black Vine Swamp.  The principal told everyone that she was away on some “family emergency”, but 
Nick and Marta aren’t buying it.  They think that Smoke, the class delinquent, has something to do with it, and he 
does…but not in the way that they think!  There’s a lot more going on in Black Vine Swamp than any one player in 
this twisted tale can see. 

Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis (Fiction, Grades 5-7) 
Since the Taliban took over Afghanistan, 11-year-old Parvana rarely goes outdoors.  She is barred from attending 
school, shopping at the market, or even playing in the streets of Kabul; she is trapped inside her family’s one-room 
home.  Then suddenly, the Taliban hauls her father away and Parvana realizes that it’s up to her to become the 
“breadwinner” and disguise herself as a boy to support her mother, two sisters, and baby brother. 

Out of my Mind by Sharon Draper (Fiction, Grades 4-7) 
Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a video camera that is always recording. 
Always.  And there's no delete button. She's the smartest kid in her whole school—but no one knows it. If only she 
could speak up, if only she could tell people what she thinks and knows . . . but she can't, because Melody can't talk. 
She can't walk. She can't write. Being stuck inside her head is making Melody go out of her mind--that is, until she 
discovers something that will allow her to speak for the first time ever. At last Melody has a voice . . . but not 
everyone around her is ready to hear it. 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle (Classic Fiction, Grades 5-8) 
Meg Murry’s father had been experimenting with this fifth dimension of time travel when he mysteriously 
disappeared.  Now the time has come for Meg, her friend Calvin, and Charles Wallace to rescue him.  But can they 
outwit the forces of evil they will encounter on their heart-stopping journey through space? 
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TITLE__________________________________________ Name_____________________________ 
 
AUTHOR_______________________________________ 
 

Start thinking about an illustration that you would use for each 
description!!  
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